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NOTES. 



Dorothy Vernon of Haddon Hall is the best selling book at the present 
time according to the monthly list published both by the Bookman and the 
Saturday Review of the New York Times. The Macmillan Co. announce a 
second edition in preparation. The first edition consisted of a hundred 
thousand copies. 

Messrs. Henry Holt & Co. will issue shortly a History of the Roman 
People, by Professor Charles Seignobos, whose Political History of Europe 
since 1814. is now in its third impression. Dr. William Fairley, of the New 
York high schools, has edited the translation, bringing the history down from 
Theodosius I. to Charlemagne, and appending to each chapter a very full set 
of parallel readings and a list of sources available in English. The volume 
will contain maps and numerous illustrations. 

Riehl's Das Spielmannskind and Der Stumme Ratsherr. Edited, with 
notes and a vocabulary, by George M. Priest, A.M., instructor in German, 
Princeton University. Cloth, i2mo, 134 pp. Price, 35 cents. American 
Book Co., New York, Cincinnati, and Chicago. This furnishes in suitable 
form for class reading two of those interesting studies of folk life in the 
Middle Ages which have done so much to make Heinrich Riehl one of the 
popular German story-tellers. Both of the stories are among those recom- 
mended by the Modern Language Association. 

Alphonse Daudet — Selected Stories, including "La Belle-Nivernaise." 
Prepared for class use by T. Atkinson Jenkins, professor of the French lan- 
guage and literature in Swarthmore College. Cloth, i2mo, 185 pp. Price, 
50 cents. American Book Co., New York, Cincinnati, and Chicago. In this 
book are included six of Daudet's most popular stories, noteworthy for their 
literary finish, wholesome atmosphere, and wealth of idiom. All furnish that 
"lively, realistic narrative with plenty of dialogue," recommended by the 
Committee of Twelve for elementary reading. The book contains a portrait 
of Daudet, and maps of France, of Paris, and of Le Nivernais. 

The latest addition to the "Riverside Biographical Series," Messrs. Hough- 
ton, Mifflin & Co.'s group of compact lives of great Americans, is a volume 
devoted to Stephen A. Douglas. Mr. William G. Brown, who is also the 
author of Andrew Jackson in this series, gives a graphic account of Douglas's 
swift rise to a commanding position before the country, and depicts the strik- 
ing features of his career and character. He also describes the association 
of Douglas with Lincoln and the contrasts between the two men. The price 
of all volumes in the series is now made uniform : library edition 65 cents, 
net, postage six cents extra; school edition 50 cents, net, postpaid. 
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Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin & Co. announce the publication at an 
early date of an elementary history of the United States entitled Our Coun- 
try's Story, by Eva March Tappan, Ph.D., a prominent teacher in the high 
school, Worcester, Mass. While, as is to be expected, the biographical ele- 
ment is strongly in evidence, yet picturesque characters are not portrayed at 
the expense of less conspicuous but more influential men. Attention has also 
been paid to the development of the country along industrial lines from the 
primitive methods of early colonial days to the more complex civilization of 
today. The book is intended as a stepping-stone to Fiske's History of the 
United States or to any other grammar-school history. 

In his work on The Italian Renaissance in England (Macmillans), Mr. 
Lewis Einstein holds that the history of the Italian Renaissance in the other 
countries of Europe still remains a subject half explored. No account has 
yet been written of the successive steps by which the culture of Italy crossed 
the Alps, the different directions it took, and the extent of its influence. The 
purpose of this book is, therefore, to supply a link in the chain, and trace the 
Italian influence in England from the beginning of the fifteenth century until 
the death of Elizabeth. Although certain aspects of this have already been 
treated separately, no serious effort has ever been made to discover a common 
impulse running through the Italian influences in England ; to find at the 
university, at court, and among the people at large, in different and even 
opposite directions, the results and effects of one and the same great move- 
ment. The author has made considerable use of original manuscripts of 
material drawn from hitherto unpublished sources. The plates in the book 
likewise, are reproduced here for the first time. 

The fact that Holman Day's first book of verse attained the sale of nearly 
ten thousand copies in a year and a half following its publication predisposes 
readers to feel interested in the new book of verse from the Maine poet, 
which is announced for immediate publication by Small, Maynard & Co. In 
the second volume, which he has named Pine Tree Ballads, the author has 
gathered the story-poems upon which he has been at work for the past two 
years. The publisher believes that the new book, in point of workmanship 
and interest, is far ahead of Mr. Day's first venture, though Up in Maine 
attracted attention all over the country by its originality and its crisp deline- 
ations of character. There is more narrative and less dialect in the new 
book. Most of the rhymed tales are new in print, though for many years 
they have been the unwritten classics of the Maine countryside, and have 
excited gusty laughter in all the rural grocery stores from Quoddy to 
Kittery. There are no dull spots in the new volume. Mr. Day has selected 
the material from a mass that would have made two volumes of the size of 
Pine Tree Ballads. The humor is of the quaint and suggestive variety that 
has made novels on rural life so universally popular. 



